Myrothecium roridum and M. verrucaria are two plant pathogenic species causing foliar spots in a large number of cultivated plants. This paper aims to study the causal agents of foliar spots in vegetable crops (sweet pepper, tomato and cucumber), ornamental plants (Spathiphyllum wallisii, Solidago canadensis, Anthurium andreanum, Dieffenbachia amoena) and a solanaceous weed plant (Nicandra physaloides).
INTRODUCTION
The genus Myrothecium was first described in the XVIII century, comprising three species. Tulloch (1972) (18) Myrothecium roridum and M. verrucaria are ordinary soil fungi, and survive in this environment as saprophytes in decaying plant tissues (4, 5, 16) . Despite this saprophyte character, both species are able to cause diseases, mainly in the aerial parts of some plant species (5) . In some plant species, M. roridum is seedborne and can be efficiently transmited by seeds (7) . Field dissemination of these two fungal species occurs by splashes of rain water, irrigation or dew.
Myrothecium is a facultative parasite with a large number (8, 11, 18) . Myrothecium roridum was reported as a pathogen of more than two hundred plant species belonging to distinct botanical families. In Brazil, M. roridum was reported in less than twelve plant hosts, such as peanut, soybeans, cotton, melon, Leucaena, sunflower, rice and common beans (8, 12, 13) . Another important species is M. verrucaria, also a facultative parasite, causing disease in a few economically important plant hosts when compared to M. roridum (10, 18) . In Brazil, this species has been rarely found and was reported as a problem in tomato plants and associated to rice seeds (8 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Isolates of Myrothecium
Eight isolates of Myrothecium were obtained from different plant hosts, received for diagnosis in the Laboratory of Plant Pathology at Embrapa Hortaliças (Table 1) . Isolation was performed on PDA media with the addition of tetracycline antibiotics. All the isolates were sent to the Universidade Federal de Lavras for further identification of the species.
Pathogenicity tests
First, all the isolates were inoculated on their original plant 
Identification of the isolates
Isolates were identified at the Mycology Laboratory of conidia of each isolate were measured (length and width).
Results were compared to those of different species of Myrothecium already published (5, 6, 18). Table 2 ). The solanaceous weed N. physaloides was inoculated only with its own isolate because the seeds showed low germination.
Inoculation was done in the same way as described for the pathogenicity test, with foliar wounds. Evaluation was performed by checking for the presence of leaf spots and the measure of lesion diameter.
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Hosts of Myrothecium spp. Evaluation was done after 7 days by measuring the two opposite diameters of the fungi colony in all treatments and compared to the check treatment mycelial growth. With these two records, the inhibition of mycelial growth by the fungicides was calculated.
Preliminary test of fungicides in vitro
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Eight isolates showing whitish mycelia were obtained from the plant samples with leaf spots. After a while, some light-green points were noticed on the Petri plates turning to dark-green and black after some days. By using a sterioscope, those points were later on recognized as typical structures of sporodochia that measured up to 1.5mm in diameter. Phyallides were 8.9-12 x 1.2-2.3 m. Conidia measured 6-8 x 1.5-2.5 m, with cylinder shape, and seven out of eight isolates showed conidia with round ends (Figure 2 ). Conidia color ranged from hyaline to light-green and the conidia mass was green to black.
Myrothecium isolate 'Myr02' had rugose walls, conidia measuring 6-10 x 2-4,5 m, cylinder shape to lemonshaped or ellipsoidal, smooth, protuberant in the top and truncated in the bottom (Table 1) . These characteristics are in accordance to those described in the literature for M. roridum (seven isolates) and M. verrucaria (isolate 'Myr02') (5, 6, 18). roridum on a large number of plant hosts worldwide (5, 6, 18) as well as in Brazil (7, 8, 12, 13, 14) . Based on the pathogenicity on distinct plant hosts, Taneja et al. (1990) (17) suggest the presence of different pathotypes among M.
roridum.
Fungicides inhibited the mycelial growth of isolate 'Myr.01' in two classes: highly effective and effective ( Figure   3 ). Fungicides quartenary ammonium, tebuconazole, mancozeb + copper sulphate, copper hydroxide and copper sulphate were rated as highly effective. All fungicides with copper sulphate, alone or in a mixture, were effective in inhibiting the mycelial growth. Fungicides with broad spectrum of activity, such as 
